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Message from the General Chair 
Why am I getting this newsletter? 

We are preparing for the 22nd Pennsylvania Square and Round Dance Convention August 6-9, 2015 and we 
need YOU. Consider this your personal invitation.  It is located in Camp Hill, PA.  This site can be accessed 
easily from the Pennsylvania Turnpike.  Our attendance has been on the decline and despite the committees 
best efforts if we want the convention to continue, we need your participation. 

Why do we have this convention? 

We want to share the excitement of square dancing across the state.  It is a wonderful time to meet new peo-
ple, dance to different callers and different cuers and to experience square dancing on a large scale. 

What is the difference between a convention and a festival? 

Education is the difference.  We include workshops and sessions of interest as well as dancing workshops and 
lots of great dancing opportunities.   We are planning on bringing back square dancing/aerobics in the pool, 
and we hope to hear more about growing our clubs through leadership.  We are working on a sewing seminar 
as well as a few other ideas at this time.  We also use this educational opportunity to experience dancing to dif-
ferent callers and cuers while the callers and cuers also bring their talents to a larger audience to increase their 
own performance.   We are still collecting information on local points of interest for group or individual tours. 

Money is tight, how can I save money while attending? 

1. Register early.  Until March 31 the cost is $30.00 per person after that it goes to $35.00 per person. 

2. Find someone to room with.  Rooms are $115 per night for 2 or $120 for 4, so the more the merrier.  How 
much time do you really plan to stay in your room? 

3. Find someone to carpool with.  With the price of gas lower and tolls higher.  Divide the cost of the trip by 4 
to save. 
Do plan to buy raffle tickets, auction basket tickets, as well as dance dangles.  These help keep the cost of the 
dance low.  Winning is a plus. 

I can’t dance on carpet for long periods of time, so I can’t come. 

Did you know that the state and previous conventions have spent a great deal of money (thousands of dollars) 
purchasing 2976 square feet of flooring that has give and helps you slide across the floor. The carpet at Camp 
Hill also has low nap, which makes your shoes slide easily and the first aid station also has tape for the bottom 
of your shoes if you are still experiencing difficulties. 

We need lots of volunteers at convention, so that can give you a good excuse to sit for an hour or two while en-
joying the square dance experience.  We also need help laying the floor (Thursday afternoon and Friday morn-
ing) as well as picking it up on Saturday night and Sunday morning.  Contact Paul and Wendy if you can help at 
59treez@gmail.com  or phone  570-759-1304. 

Why should I stay on site?  Other hotels might be cheaper.  We get the dance halls for a lower rate based on 
the number of room nights we use at the hotel.  So by staying at the hotel not only do you have the conven-
ience of being right in the midst of the action, but you also help us to keep costs low. 

What about eating?  Hotels food costs a lot.   Right across the parking lot is a Perkins, McDonalds, etc.  A mile 
or so, down the road is a Friendly’s as well a shopping center with a variety of restaurants.  A complete list will 
be available on site. 
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PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH OTHERS 

Please consider attending.  We need YOU in 2015. 
We are concerned about the number of folks who have never been to a state convention.  If this is you, please 
consider coming in 2015.  If you have attended in the past, please return and be sure to invite another couple 
to share in this excitement.  If each couple brings another, we will double on attendance and will all benefit. 

2015 is the last time; we will have featured National Callers at the state convention.  Mike Callahan will be 
here on Thursday evening and Johnny Preston on Saturday evening.  In addition we will have many other call-
ers/cuers from around the state calling at a variety of levels.  Encourage your favorite caller/cuer to attend.  
Dancing is planned at a variety of levels, from mainstream to advanced and challenge.  Round Dancing from 
phase II thru to V or VI.  The program is planned based on registration numbers and past interest levels.  
Come to dance at your level and experience the excitement.  Yes even current students can come to dance. 

If you have other questions, concerns or ideas to share, we would like to hear from you.  If you want to volun-
teer please contact us. 

Barbara MacDonald and Gary Vioral 
22ndConvention Chairs 2015 
bmacd@zoominternet.net   724-776-2029 

Tony and Diana Rock- 
Future PSRDF Presidents 2015- 
the-rocks@verizon.net 

HELP WANTED: 

1) All Clubs in the State Federation to bring Auction Baskets to Convention 
2) All Clubs in the State Federation to bring their banners and to Participate in the Sat. Parade of Banners 

3) Greeter’s to welcome Folks to the convention, Contact: Dottie Kletke if interested. Chetdot@yahoo.com 
4) Folks to help sell 50-50 tickets. Contact: Joe and Sue Korinchak. korin@consolidated.net 
5) Folks to sell tickets for the auction baskets. Contact: Ron and Judy Guiliana  Jmg451955@comcast.net 

REGISTRATION UPDATE: From The Registration Chair (Emma Lou Shaffor) 
As of this writing, we have 109 dancers and 39 callers, cuers and their partners registered for the 2015 PA 
Square and Round Dance Convention.  This number is roughly 20 more than we had registered at this time of 
the year for the 2014 Convention.  Current registrants are from the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, Ohio and Virginia.  If you are registered, we encourage you to wear your ribbon to all the 
dances you attend to help advertise the convention and to remind others to send in their registrations.  Please 
remember that the registration rate increases to $35 per person after March 31, 2015.  Let’s remember that 
square dancing is friendship set to music and gather our friends together to make this convention one of the 
best ever attended! 
SOLO DANCERS:  
Interested in  participating in special social events as well as finding a dance partner? 
Contact Rita Reefer at 412-321-0340. 
ROUND  DANCE UPDATE: 
Again this year, Round Dancing will play an important role at the 22nd PA State Convention.  It will start as part 
of the 2x2 program at the Thur. night Trail-In Dance with Linda Prosser cueing and Mike Callahan calling. 
There will be a room dedicated to Phase 3-4-5 round dancing throughout the entire convention.  In addition 
there will be Phase 2-3 rounds played in the Plus square dance halls during the evening programs. 
During the day on Sat., there will be round dances taught at all levels from Phase 2 to Phase 5.  You can pre-
view those dances at the Fri. evening Showcase from 9:30 - 10:00 PM. To 'round-out' the program, you can 
round dance at the Early Bird Rounds from 3-5 PM on Fri. or the Trail-Out dance on Sun. morning from 10-11:30 
CALLER UPDATE: 
Callers are sending in their registration to call at the 2015 PA Convention.  59 callers were invited.  There were 
28 callers for 2014.  At the end of January, 21 callers have signed up.  If you have a favorite caller, ask him/her 
if they are calling.  If not, ask them to consider signing up and sending their registration ASAP.  I can be contact-
ed via email:  sharon.kopp@yahoo.com or phone 724-266-3232.  Having a variety of callers makes for a more 
interesting convention. 


