ALLEGANY VALLEY SQUARE and ROUND DANCE FEDERATION

CONSTITUTION and BY-LAWS


ARTICLE I - NAME
Section 1
The name of this nonprofit organization shall be Allegany Valley Square and Round Dance Federation, Inc.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE
Section 1
Members of this square dance Federation are banded together in a spirit of friendliness 
and good fellowship, to share in the pleasures of dancing and to promote and encourage 
western square and round dancing.

Section 2
To stimulate public interest in western square and round dancing and encourage new dances, groups and callers.

Section 3
To act as a source of information and clearing house for activities pertaining to clubs, callers, meeting places, dance schedules and other matters of general interest to the member clubs.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1
Any square and round dance club in the Allegany Valley Area, upon favorable recommendation and upon approval by a majority of the Board of Delegates or the Executive Committee will be entitled to membership in the Federation.

Section 2
The initial fee for membership shall be $5.00 and the annual membership registration shall be $5.00. Such initial fee and annual registration fee shall be used by the Federation for expenses of carrying out its purposes. Annual registration fees must be paid by the January meeting. Payment of the first annual registration fee shall be prorated according to the time the club is accepted into membership. A club delinquent for one year or more must reapply for membership, and this will require a $5.00 reinstatement fee, plus $5.00 annual registration fee.

Section 3
The membership shall run from January 1st through December 31st.

Section 4
Each club in good standing shall be entitled to two votes, represented by the Delegate Couple or the Alternate Couple of any combination thereof.

ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP (continued)

Section 5
A quorum shall consist of 51% of the member clubs in good standing.

Section 6
Membership in the Federation shall be subject to the provisions of these by-laws.

Section 7
Each member club shall be autonomous.

ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DELEGATES
Section 1
The Board of Delegates shall consist of the delegates of each member club plus the members of the executive committee, and shall be the governing body.

Section 2
The Board of Delegates shall conduct all business pertaining to the general policies to accomplish the purpose of the Federation.

Section 3
Meetings of the Executive Committee and Board of  Delegates shall be held in

                 January, May, and September.  The Executive Committee shall meet immediately                   preceding the meeting of the Board of Delegates.
ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Section 1
The members of the executive committee shall consist of:



1.  All the officers plus the immediate past officers of the Federation.



2.  All of those individuals who have ever served as an officer of the Federation if he 


meets all of the following conditions:




(a)  Is an active member in good standing of a club in good standing in the 



Federation.




(b)  Has, after specifically being asked each year in writing, stated that he will be 



willing to serve as a member of the executive committee for another year.




(c)  Maintains a record of attendance of both Board of Delegates meetings and 



Executive Committee meetings of at least 50%.

(It shall be the duty of the incoming President to obtain, prior to January 1st, written expression of the prospective executive committee member,  as well as determining the conditions specified under paragraphs a, b, and c above.

ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (continued)

When in the opinion of the executive committee it's membership is too large for satisfactory operation, then it shall make recommendations for limiting the membership.

Section 2
The Executive Committee shall perform all the duties of the Board of Delegates during the intervals between the meetings of the Board of Delegates.

Section 3
The Executive Committee shall meet regularly on the first or second Sunday of March, July and November or at any other time called by the Presiding Couple.

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS
Section 1
The officers shall be a Presiding Couple, Vice-Presiding Couple, Secretary Couple, and Treasurer Couple.

Section 2
Nomination of candidates for officers shall be made at the September meeting by the Nominating Committee and further nominations shall be accepted from the floor.

The Presiding Couple cannot succeed themselves. The incumbent Vice-Presiding Couple is automatically a nominee for the Presiding Couple at the next election.

Any individual member in good standing in his club which is in good Federation standing is eligible for nomination to a Federation office or a committee appointment.

Section 3
Election of officers shall take place at the September meeting and the candidates securing the greatest number of votes shall be elected to the office  being filled. They shall take office at the next regular Board meeting in January and shall hold the office for one year.

Section 4
Duties of the officers.

The Presiding Couple shall preside at all regular and special meetings, appoint any committees from the Delegate Couples and/or  member clubs and shall be in ex-officio member of all committees. The Presiding Couple shall be responsible for conducting such business and activities necessary to accomplish the purpose of the organization.

The Vice-Presiding Couple shall preside in the absence of the Presiding Couple and shall organize and be responsible for the Annual Federation Dance.

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS  (continued)

The Secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings, maintain a permanent record of each meeting, shall notify members of meetings a month in advance, if possible, and shall handle all correspondence.

The Treasurer shall handle all finances of the Federation and keep an accurate record and shall present a financial report at each meeting.

ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS
Section 1
Meetings of the Board of Delegates shall be held in January, May and September.

Section 2
Meetings of Executive Committee shall be held in March, July and November

Section 3
Special meetings may be called at the discretion of the Presiding Couple.

ARTICLE VIII - ANNUAL DANCE
Section 1
The date of the Annual Federation Dance shall be the last Saturday of September.

ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS
Section 1
Amendments to the constitution and by-laws shall be presented in writing and voted on at the following 

AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS OF THE ALLEGANY VALLEY SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE FEDERATION (Both are additional amendments)

AMENDMENT: ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 
5/5/74
Section 2
There will be an initial fee for membership and an annual membership registration fee set by the Board of Delegates.  Such initial fee and annual registration fee shall be used by the Federation for expenses of carrying out its purpose. Annual registration fees must be paid by the January meeting.  Payment of the first annual registration fee shall be prorated according to the time the club is accepted into membership. A club delinquent for one year or more must reapply for membership, and this will require an initial fee for membership plus an annual registration fee.

AMENDMENT: ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS   5/2/76
Section 5
Should any elected office become vacant due to the incapacity of the office holder (or holders) for any reason, the Executive Committee at its earliest convenience will appoint an Officer pro-tem who will serve until the  next regular election.

ARTICLE X
Section 1

Should any unforeseen condition arise within the Federation that is not covered by these By-Laws, the situation will be handled by using the format in Roberts' "Rules of Parliamentary Procedure".

The Executive Committee wishes to make two proposals to the Board of Delegates:


1.  Officially change our federation title to:  ALLEGANY VALLEY SQUARE AND                       ROUND DANCE  FEDERATION.

2.  We propose to change the Constitution and By-Laws, Article VII - Meetings, as 


      follows:



Delete Section 2, and rewrite Section 1:


      Meetings of the Executive Committee and Board of  Delegates shall be held in

                 January, May, and September.  The Executive Committee shall meet immediately                   preceding the meeting of the Board of Delegates.
